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House;

Germansness Requirement - amendmsnts mustbe ralvant o the billbeing considarect

The GermanenessRl

o motion r propasiton on @ subjec diferent fromthat under consideratin shallbe admited
mder coorof amendment. -  Claust 7of rle XV7

The House of Repressniatives has a Rules Commites that s1s ime for debat and
open or closed rles. Mostbills i the House of Representaiies involve some sort for debais, 5o the
fuks commites typiall albcates tw hours. Allams dmen 1 bils by the Hauss of Represeniatives
mustbe germane, meaning amendments must bs reevant 1 the bl However. the Rules Commitiee can
Setopen or cosed rues:

+ Closed rles prohbit amendments (adding, changing or omoving parts of the bils) ad imit
ebate to membars of a standing committes o those pra-approvad by Rules Commtse. Ao,
closed ruks can diciae that only certain amendmenis may be debated

+ Open Auks means amendmenis are permited and dsbate & open.

Setting open or closed ules can shape the outcome of a bil

Open Rules/Closed Rules: Cosd ruks sat time it on debat and restit the passags of
‘amendmenis: open rlss permit amandment fram the for of the hausa. In the US Congress the passage.
ot legilaton through the House of Represeniatives s controlled by these ulss, which are setby the
Houss Ruks Commitas.

Dischargs Patition: 4 discharge petion s & means of bringing a il outof commitea and 1 th fioor for
conskation without  repart fram & Commities and usualy wihout caoperation of the leadershis.
Discharge petions are most ofin associated with the U.S. House of Represaniatvs, though many site
legielatures have similar procedures. They are used when the chairof @ commitee refusss o place abil
or resolution on the Commitiee's agenda (sse pigeonholing): by never reporting a bl the matier will
nevar save the commities and the full Houss wil notbe sble o consider . A successful ptitan
discharges" the commitise from further cansideration of  billor resalution and brings i diectly o the
ioor. The discharge peition. and the theat of one. gives more power (o ndivdual members of the House
and usurps & smal ameunt of power from the leadershi and commitee chais. The modem discharge
petiton requies the signature of an absolute majoriy of House members (218 members)
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BOTH CHAMBERS

“lame duek”

1 -When Gongress (or sther chamber) reconvenes in an sver-numbered year
following the November general sections to consider various lems of business. Some lawmakers who
etum fo i session willnotbe i the next Congress. He e, they are informally called "lame duck™
Members partipating in a lame duck” sesson.

Pigeonholing: & Commitie Chair has he right o "pigeonhol” (1ot assign o hear dbate on
the bil) thus kiling . 1 the commitise coss not acton a bl & the squiakntof kiling 1.

standing committes - Permanent commities estabished undsr the standing ruks of the
Senate and specialzing in the consideration of paricular sbject areas. Thers are curtenily 18 standing

Specialization: "The nesd for congressmen to specilizs and acquit experi in a imied number of
polky aress & 20 universall conceded s o be Kbekad & norm of kgt behavior. Spacalzation &
imatalytisc o the iy of Congress to meke informed voting deciions on a wik range of sues;

congressmen ofien rely upon expert collagues fo information and advice on bils beyond their own

xperiie. More imporianty. speciaization sspecially as facifited by the commites ysiem. & an
‘adapive response o the resource advantages possessed by the execulive branch; specazation
faciltates congressional performancs of the oversigh functon.

Logrolling: the trading of avors. or qud pro quo, such a3 vols trading by legilative members t cbiain
passage of actons of intrest to ach legiktiva member.

Por/ Park barrs! Spanding:
> History/Baciground and further explanation of 2 few tems:

Pork-barrel spending: The torm potk barer originally eferted o a container for unwanied extras fom
‘SEughiered pige. A hundreckyears-and-mors ago f scquirad & s2cond, humorously reted. meanig: a
polical candidate wouk cimb on an inveried pork barrel on the sreet comer by the kol general Sore o
ckirass the crowc. Ha would shout and wave his hands and meke extravagant promsss sboutal the
benefs he woukl send back home if he wers slacted. (1 say “he” because allpoliicians were men back n
those days--th firt woman was slected o Congress i 1818.) The ferm “pork-barte! spending’ cams fo
mean unnecessary govemment expendiures that were alocated for poiieal reasons.

Earmarks: The term samake” originaly referc o tags put an the ears of catts 5o they couk be
readily entiied. The torm was extended o the polical sphere. Once elcied. a polcian woul tag
Specalspending provisions in natonal legislation <o that iy were designed to beneft hs consiiueris.
back home. Sometimes ths was dons wilh a degree of sublsty. for xample. @ defense contract would
be siructured 5o that only a partular, homs-town company coukd actually competa for . Butofien
armarking was far more biatan than this

Logrolling: Logrollng,or bifing. & 2 sport that orgialed in the lumberick tradiion ofthe northeasiern
United States and Canada. tinvolves saning on a og that & flbating in rver and spinning it with ones
P

&xchanging offavors such 2 rading volss ® gain passage of actons of interest ko each kgilative
mamber. A polcian would be obligatec o Vot for ather kgishiors eamaked kgisktion f they voted
for his--and, more importanty. 1 agree o greater spending measures than he wouki otherise approve
of. I other words, f sverybody cooperaled and "roled the bog”together, then nabody fsl it

1, sither o cooparate with, or 0 try fa throw off another compatior. In kgisktive circks, bgroling &
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House Versus Senate: Some Key Differences
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