Congress Practice Test

1. A person ordinarily becomes a candidate for representative or senator by…
a. Appealing to party leaders.
b. Serving first in the state legislature.

c. Serving in the state judiciary.

d. Running in a primary election.

e. Serving first in a government agency.

2. Whereas the principal work of a parliament is debate, that of a congress is…
a. Representation
b. Oversight

c. Administration

d. Investigation

e. Discussion

3. Contemporary critics of Congress disagree with the Framers’ vision of Congress in that the critics…
a. Believe that Congress should normally proceed slowly in its deliberations.
b. Believe that Congress should rarely act without guidance from the executive branch.

c. View Congress as designed to check and balance strong leaders in the executive branch.

d. Wish to end policy gridlock by making Congress capable of speedily adopting sweeping changes in national policies.

e. Wish to make changes to prevent the American political system from resembling a parliamentary system.

4. In the twentieth century, the trend in congressional decision making has been toward…
a. Centralization.
b. Increasing the power of the Speaker.

c. Increasing the power of party leaders.

d. Increasing the power of the president.

e. Decentralization.

5. Until 1913, senators were…
a. Popularly elected
b. Elected by state legislatures.

c. Appointed by state governors.

d. Selected by the state judiciaries.

e. Elected by the electoral college.

6. Originally, filibusterers were sixteenth century…
a. Auctioneers
b. Lawyers

c. Salesmen

d. Cavalrymen

e. Pirates

7. The typical representative or senator is…
a. White
b. Male

c. Protestant

d. A lawyer

e. All of the above.

8. In 1994, Native American Ben Nighthorse Campbell…
a. Was elected to the Senate.
b. Was elected to the House.

c. Used radio programs to argue persuasively in favor of term limits.

d. Was allowed to fill a congressional seat as the result of a resignation.

e. Ran for seats in the House and the Senate simultaneously.

9. Political scientists define a “safe” district as one where the incumbent received _____ percent or more of the vote in the previous election.
a. 50

b. 55

c. 60

d. 65

e. 80

10. During the 1950s and 1960s, the Senate was dominated by…
a. Northern senators.
b. Liberal senators.

c. Conservative Republicans.

d. Southern senators.

e. Freshman senators.

11. From the middle 1960s to the late 1970s, the Senate was dominated by…
a. Northern senators.

b. Liberal senators.

c. Conservative Republicans.

d. Southern senators.

e. Freshman senators.

12. The real leadership in the Senate rests with the…
a. Majority leader.
b. President pro tempore.

c. Managers.

d. Vice president.

e. Senate whip.

13. In the House, the most important position is the…
a. Majority leader.
b. Manager.

c. Speaker.

d. President pro tempore.

e. Floor leader.

14. In recent years, the Senate has become more hospitable to…
a. Lawyers.
b. Ideologues.

c. Partisans.

d. State legislators.

e. Freshmen.

15. Which statement best describes Democrats and Republicans in Congress since the early 1990s?
a. They are both more liberal.
b. They are both more conservative.

c. They are both more moderate.

d. Republicans are more liberal and Democrats are more conservative.

e. Democrats are more liberal and Republicans are more conservative.

16. An extreme example of party voting was the response to Clinton’s 1993 budget plan in which every Republican in the…
a. House voted against it.
b. Senate voted for it.

c. House and Senate voted against it.

d. House and Senate voted for it.

e. House and Senate refused to vote on the matter at all.

17. The most important organizational feature of Congress is the…
a. Party caucus.
b. Floor leader.

c. Committee structure.

d. Legislative leadership program.

e. Congressional campaign committee.

18. Each member of the House usually serves on ____ standing committees. 
a. 2
b. 3

c. 4

d. 6

e. 7

19. The text suggests that closed rules, proxy voting and strong committee chairmen…
a. Were desired by Democrats, but not the Republicans.
b. Were a major campaign issue of 1976.

c. Reduced the number of bills that were introduced in Congress.

d. Made it easier to get things done.

e. Enhanced the public reputation of Congress.

20. The Constitution requires that “all bills for raising revenue shall…
a. Originate in the House of Representatives.”
b. Originate in the Senate.”

c. Originate in Conference Committee.

d. Require a unanimous vote.”

e. Be exempt from the veto of the President.”

21. In the House a stalled bill can be extracted from a committee and brought to the floor by means of…
a. A discharge petition.
b. An extraction bill.

c. A committee rule.

d. Cloture.

e. A unanimous consent agreement.

22. In recent years, the filibuster has occurred more frequently because…

a. The Senate has increased in size.
b. Republicans have gained seats in the Senate.

c. Democrats have gained seats in the Senate.

d. Participants are guaranteed media exposure.

e. It is easier to stage one.

23. For years, Congress defended the manner in which it exempted itself from many of its own laws by reference to…
a. Federalism.
b. Bicameralism.

c. The separation of powers.

d. Legislative supremacy.

e. The committee structure.

24. According to the text, most categories of pork spending have ______ in the last ten or fifteen years.
a. Decreased
b. Remained at approximately the same levels

c. Increased

d. Slightly increased

e. Dramatically increased

25. A conference committee is a type of…
a. Standing committee.
b. Joint committee.

c. Select committee.

d. Jurisdictional committee.

e. Exclusive committee.
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